
My Spiritual History 
 
 
I grew up in a Holiness home in Virginia.  I attended an independent Holiness church 

where I had at least two godly Sunday-School teachers and a godly pastor that influenced me 
greatly.  One teacher taught me how to pray, and the other taught me Christian love.  My pastor, 
Homer Sawyer, taught me about Christian service.  I began asking my dad about what the 
preacher was saying.  I first felt a genuine fear of eternal punishment at the age of four and I 
wanted to go to heaven instead.  I went forward and prayed, but I am pretty sure that I still 
wanted to run my life my way and not God’s way.  I was baptized at the age of nine, when the 
church was baptizing new believers, but I still struggled after that.  I think that I really became a 
Christian when I was fourteen during a camp meeting service.  One of my Sunday-School 
teachers, Hampton Cunningham, had taught me how to pray, and the importance of solitude.  I 
went to high school at a Christian Day School.  I started Christian service along with several 
others of the youth group at my church under the supervision of another of my Sunday-School 
teachers, Lee Conner.  We visited the sick and infirm.  We went to two local nursing homes and 
visited many people who were shut-ins in their own homes.   

At the end of my junior year, my dad got a job in Cincinnati, Ohio, so we all moved to 
Cincinnati.  I changed high schools to God’s Bible High School.  While attending there I became 
involved with inner-city missions.  It was here that I helped give food and clothing to those in 
need as well as run various programs for children.  I also participated in two of the schools 
summer mission trips to the Lakota tribe of Native Americans in South Dakota.  There we built 
buildings, tore down other buildings, rehabbed various structures, and ran Vacation Bible 
Schools for the children.  Upon completion of high school, I went to God’s Bible School & 
College, in Cincinnati, Ohio.  I remained involved in inner-city missions and also got involved 
with nursing home ministries.   

It was probably during my third year there that I became aware of my lack of 
sanctification, and began to pursue complete Holiness.  I became sanctified under the ministry of 
Dr. Wingrove Taylor, and later graduated with a B. A. in Biblical Studies.  I met my wife during 
my senior year and we were married right about when I graduated.  While on our honeymoon in 
Houston, Texas, we attended a Nazarene Church on Father’s Day.  We got an apartment in 
Cincinnati that summer.  Pretty soon we had our first child on the way.  After this I looked into 
military Chaplaincy.  Although I did not meet all of the requirements for the Chaplaincy, I did 
join the Army and was in for six years.  My first child was born soon after I joined the Army, 
and my second was born after I was in about one-and-a-half years.  During that time, I began 
working on my M. Div., one of the requirements for the Army chaplaincy that I had been 
missing.  While stationed at Ft. Drum, New York, I attended the on-post Chapel as well as a 
Nazarene Church, in Watertown, the closest town off-post. 

I was injured in the service and had to come out.  I came out on April 20, 2004, with an 
honorable discharge.  Since coming out, I became reacquainted with some old buddies from 
bible school who were now into hospital chaplaincy.  The most significant of these was Shane 
Ash.  I became interested in this line of work.  It is very similar to the military chaplaincy, but 
without the physical requirements that now prohibit me from military service.  My faith in God 
has grown as a result of becoming injured in the Army.  I guess that I had become self-reliant at 
some point during my military service.  I began to seek His will at first and later trust Him more 
after going through some hardships.  God has taught me to trust in Him and not myself.  



Approximately at the same time, I began attending the Clifton Church of the Nazarene, where 
Rev. Richard Fisher is pastor.  He strongly encouraged me to obtain a local license and restart 
my M. Div.  I did both.  I enrolled in an M. Div. program in Biblical Studies at Cincinnati 
Christian University, a school recommended to me by my pastor and Nazarene Church district.  I 
completed the long M.Div. program in 2010 Spring.  During my Seminary education, I also 
began attending the annual Stone-Campbell Journal conference.  While at the Seminary, I was 
awarded a district level license from the Southwest Ohio Nazarene district every year since 2007.  
I was later ordained by the Southwest Ohio District of the Church of the Nazarene.  Larry Smith, 
a longtime friend of the family, prayed the prayer of dedication over me as I was ordained.  He 
also gave me the Book of Common Prayer as a gift.  William Baker, a New Testament Professor 
at Cincinnati Christian University, had recommended that I teach Greek at God’s Bible School & 
College as an Adjunct Professor.  After interviewing there, I was hired to teach Greek grammar 
for the academic year 2009-2010.   

After graduation from Seminary in 2010, I began the arduous task of finding 
employment.  I was primarily looking to find work as a Chaplain, but the economy of 2008-2009 
had changed that job market tremendously.  Many retired Chaplains had returned to work in my 
area, reducing the available jobs and their years of experience made it harder for a new grad to 
become hired in that profession.  During my time at the Cincinnati Christian University, several 
Professors had shown me that I had a gift to teach.  They had given me several opportunities to 
teach, and build course material.  I expanded my job search to include teaching positions.  After 
nearly 400 applications and interviews, I was hired to teach New Testament at Cincinnati 
Christian Schools in Fairfield, Ohio.  This was a multi-Denominational Christian School with a 
College Preparatory program in place.  I taught various subjects related to the New Testament 
there for four years.   

After teaching at Cincinnati Christian Schools for one year, I moved my district of record 
for the Church of the Nazarene from Southwest Ohio district to the Eastern Kentucky district, 
and we changed churches to the Immanuel Church of the Nazarene, in Highland Heights, 
Kentucky.  This was still quite close to our home in Cincinnati.  I worked there in several roles 
supporting the Senior Pastor, Meredith Moser.  Some of my roles there included Discipleship, 
Planning and Organizing, Implementing the Vision.  A need for a Sunday School teacher arose, 
and I volunteered.  The College and Career class became my small group.  I discovered that most 
of them had been to a Christian college or Bible college, and were a bit confused regarding 
several matters related to the New Testament.  I focused this group around the Study of the New 
Testament first, and then around Comparative World Religions. 

While teaching at Cincinnati Christian Schools, several grammatical questions that were 
unanswered during my time in Seminary began to be the focus of my research.  I was interested 
in Verbal Aspect Theory as it related to the Greek verbal system.  Much agreement existed 
among the recent scholars on many of the Greek tense-forms, but not on the Perfect tense-form.  
The more I read, the more intrigued I became, then I saw a way forward through the confusion.  I 
began to apply the PhD programs so that I could further my research in this area and make a 
contribution to scholarly knowledge.  I didn’t want to travel far to go to School, so I applied to 
nearby institutions.  None of them were willing to support my research proposal for one reason 
or another.  I met Kent Brower at the Nazarene General Assembly in Indianapolis in 2013.  He 
told me to apply the Nazarene Theological College in Manchester, in the United Kingdom.  They 
were affiliated with The University of Manchester.  They had a program for American students 



that allowed me to remain home most of the time while going to the UK for 4-5 weeks out of 
each year.  This would allow our family to stay in Cincinnati, and keep our sons in their school. 

I began my studies in the Fall of 2014 after my proposal was approved by the University 
of Manchester.  I began to attend conferences where the Greek language was discussed and 
conferences that discussed Linguistics more generally.  I had already been attending the Stone-
Campbell Journal conference, but now I added Manchester Wesleyan Colloquium, Chicago 
Linguistic Society, Eastern Great Lakes Biblical Society, Birmingham Center for Corpus 
Research, Tyndale Fellowship, Evangelical Theological Society, and Society of Biblical 
Literature.  For work, I renewed an earlier interest in tutoring online, and began to tutor students 
in a variety of subjects through WyzAnt.com. 

My religious affiliation has always been within the Holiness Movement.  I have worked 
in old Methodist circles (independent community Methodist churches), Wesleyan circles, 
Nazarene circles, Bible Methodist circles, and Free Methodist circles.   While working on CPE at 
The Christ Hospital and Twin Towers, I worked with Christians who were Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, Pentecostal, Messianic Jew, United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, United Church of 
Christ, Moravian Church and American Baptist.  I have enjoyed working in inter-Faith groups on 
a number of other occasions as well.  While teaching at Cincinnati Christian Schools, my 
students were from a wide range of Christian traditions.  While tutoring students through 
WyzAnt, this range included people of various religious traditions. 

I practice weekly attendance to our Church.  Sometimes I also attend other special 
services elsewhere.  I am working on simplicity.  I am trying to remove clutter of things from my 
life.  I pray every day, and often (not daily) spend an hour or more in solitude before God.  I also 
fast meals and pray instead at several junctures.  I read the Bible quite often.  About once every 
six months, I pick up a piece of devotional literature and read it through.  Especially since 
attending Seminary, I have studied my Bible almost daily.  I try to rest on Sunday.  I am always 
doing something for our Church.  Usually I lead a Sunday-School class, and lead other 
discipleship events.  I also preach occasionally, about once or twice a month.  I also tithe at the 
Church, and give offerings to those who need.  My wife and I have been faithful to financially 
and materially assist an evangelical effort in Belize, Central America.  We collect and ship 
clothing, non-perishable foods, toiletries and sometimes toys each year.  I really enjoyed the 
small groups I have been in at The Christ Hospital and Twin Towers for CPE.  I practice 
accountability with my wife.  We are accountable to each other.   

.   


