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My research is motivated by the emerging challenge to integrate linguistics and the study of 
Greek texts, particularly by the many ways that linguistics impacts interpretation of the text.  
Sometimes this research involves applying a method validated by its use among Modern 
languages to Ancient Greek to see what may be gleaned from the text.  At other times it 
involves critiquing the different linguistic approaches in order to ensure that the best set of 
tools are used to examine the text.  My research also involves the use of digital materials and 
computerized methods of analysis. 

My dissertation takes a step in this direction by connecting a number of linguistic approaches 
in order to analyze the Greek Perfect tense-form.  It also critiques several of the linguistic 
approaches which determine the semantics of the Greek Perfect.  The approaches used are as 
follows: 

a. Corpus Linguistics 
b. Comparative Linguistics 
c. Historical Linguistics 
d. Grammaticalization 
e. Theoretical Linguistics 

Additionally, I have compiled a corpus of Greek moral literature written over an 800-year 
timespan, in order to examine the usage of the Greek Perfect over time.  This corpus enabled 
a better understanding of how the Perfect underwent changes along its development path.  
This corpus includes about 500,000 words and is divided between letters and treatises.  It is 
balanced for century and type of discourse.  Together the connection of the above linguistic 
approaches and this corpus helped answer questions about the meaning of the Greek Perfect 
tense-form, with a focus on how it is used in letters.  This discovery in turn helps to 
understand the meaning of the biblical text.  This research resulted in nine presentations at 
conferences and the publication of two peer-reviewed articles, with the dissertation itself 
pending publication.  Additionally, this project offered several corrections to Greek 
grammars and to the critical commentaries where they discuss the Greek Perfect.  One more 
article may yet be written from this research for linguistics involving verb models, and 
another involving the practical application of Perfect tense-forms in supplemental clauses.  
The following proposal shows how I anticipate connecting Linguistics to Greek texts in the 
future. 

 

Conditional Clauses in Ancient Greek:  
A Diachronic Corpus-Based Approach 
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This project will compile a multi-genre corpus of Greek literature from 800 BCE to 
450 CE that is balanced for genre and century that is also sufficiently large enough for 
statistical analysis.  This corpus will be used to study conditional clauses consisting of both 
protasis and apodosis clauses, or either type alone.  These are typically headed by the εἰ, ἄν, 
or ἐάν particles, but are sometimes formed with a bare participle.  This study is concerned 
with the structure, semantics, and pragmatics of Greek conditional clauses along with the 
relationships between protases and apodoses.  This study will classify Greek conditional 
clauses after deciding on whether to classify them by tense, mood, or structure.  This study 
will determine what elements located within the clauses help to determine their precise 
meaning.  This study will also identify significant changes in conditional clause usage over 
the timespan of the corpus.  Grammaticalisation will be used to explain any observed 
changes. 

Conditional clauses are variously classified in the various Greek grammars, with some 
classifying them based on structure and other on perceived uses.  Also, the number of 
conditional clause classes vary even among those grammars that use a similar system.  What 
is not clear from the grammars is whether structure or usage should be primary in classifying 
Greek conditional clauses, nor is it clear how to subdivide the classes if needed.  The reason 
for the lack of clarity is linked to a lack of comprehensiveness that might be due to the fact 
that many grammars are synchronic in their focus.  This research will collect significant 
collocated elements from the context of conditional clauses from Greek literature.  These 
collocates may aid in clarifying conditional clause classes or specific subdivisions of such 
classes.  Dense collections of conditional clauses will be analyzed for patterns to see what 
new nuances can be gleaned.  Few if any Greek grammars discuss what is meant by a stand-
alone conditional clause, where either the protasis or apodosis is missing.  Instances of these 
will be collected from the corpus and analyzed to see what drives their usage.  Statements 
defining and categorizing these stand-alone clauses will be suggested for the grammars. 

Texts containing significant examples of conditional clause uses will be interpreted.  
This includes texts that have a rare use, texts that have a dense collection of conditional 
clauses, and texts that have stand-alone clauses.  In some cases, better translations will be 
suggested and in other cases, corrections offered for the existing textual commentaries.  This 
study is expected to contribute several articles and one monograph to scholarship.  The 
articles may be expanded discussion of significant examples that are too large for a well-
rounded monograph, or linguistic discussions of methods.  The monograph will be a balanced 
work providing a critique of the grammars, the corpus study itself, an enhanced classification 
of conditional clauses, and a discussion of many examples.   

The literature review, the corpus compilation, and the identification of significant 
findings are expected in the first year.  Some presentations on methods and significant 
instances are also expected during the first year.  The second year should contain a number of 
presentations on the reasoning for the classification system, key findings of the study, and 
identification of usages for stand-alone clauses.  A few articles on methods or examples will 
emerge in the second year as well.  Much of the body of the monograph will be written 
during the second year.  The third year should have a few presentations on key findings and 
several on new examples not yet presented.  The introduction and conclusion of the 
monograph will be written as well in the third year.  Anything left out of the monograph will 
be considered for article publication along with anything that develops from the main ideas 
within the monograph.  Specific corrections to grammars or commentaries will be published 
as articles.  The monograph will be sent to the publishers during the third year. 
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